
Chairman s Message

Donation Alert

What
Basic Therapy Aide Course
When
21 March 2005 (4th intake),
9am to 5pm
Where
Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare
Centre (Hougang)
Why
Learn the fundamental
principles and practical skills
of patient management and
hands-on lessons on the
various techniques of assisting
therapists in the delivery of
therapy services.

Please call 6315 3432/33 or
Email: renci@renci.org.sg for
more information.

Dear Friends,

It is my privilege to welcome you to the inaugural Ren Ci
newsletter, COLOUR.

Your resolute support over the years has been nothing short
of outstanding. In this respect, it is pertinent for you to be
informed of Ren Ci’s fund-raising events in the years ahead
and more importantly, how your funds benefit the long-term
care of our needy sick patients.

COLOUR will offer a spectrum of clarity in our work and keep you in the know of the
activities revolving around the colourful world of compassion at Ren Ci.

I  wish you and your family the best of health and happiness always.

Venerable Shi Ming Yi       Chairman/CEO

A TOAST TO 10 FRUITFUL YEARS AND A NIGHT OF MANY SURPRISES

Ren Ci’s 10th Anniversary Appreciation Dinner on 10 September 2004 was a night of big
names and spectacular performances. Guests from all walks of life and nationalities turned
up for this illustrious event – some even came donned in their country’s traditional costumes,
adding to the hues of this colourful evening.

By 7.30pm, the large partisan crowd that had been gathering at the foyer started streaming
into the Stamford Ballroom at Swissotel. The hosts for the evening, Adrian Pang and Michelle
Chia, both Channel U artistes, soon made their introductions and diverted the audience’
attention to the goodie bag that was set on each seat – in it was a limited edition 2005
calendar.

To make the night an unforgettable one, renowned cartoonist, Patrick Yee, was specially
commissioned to design the exclusive tabletop calendar, which had different caricatures
depicting the various Ren Ci services for each month. It was a personalised gift to thank all
guests for their kind support and encouragement of the establishment through the years.

Guest-of-Honour Mr Wong Kan Seng, Minister for Home Affairs soon arrived not long after
his cadre of Ministers and distinguished members from the various Ministries had entered
in succession. As they made their entrance into the ballroom, they were greeted with rapturous
applause from the 500-strong audience.

Cont’d on next page. . .
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Notices

Affiliate Services
What
‘East Meets West’ treatment
How
Integrating acupuncture and
physiotherapy treatment to
alleviate pain for various
ailments including migraines,
neck & back pains, sport
injuries, acute conditions and
stroke.
Where
Central Singapore - Bishan East
Acupuncture & Physiotherapy
Centre
Block 180, Bishan Street 13,
#01-237, Singapore 570180

Please call 6253 3065 or Email:
bishanap@singnet.com.sg for
more information

You can now make a
contribution to Ren Ci with
consummate ease at any AXS
station.
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As the ministers took to their seats, the Chinese Orchestra Ensemble performed an auspicious selection of medleys, which included
                                   . Guests then indulged in fine dining as the harp performance strum away in the background with its rendition
of golden oldie classics.

Emotions ran high when Venerable Shi Ming Yi, Chairman/CEO of Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre, delivered a poignant opening
address to the audience. He spoke of how the SARS epidemic had resulted in Ren Ci renouncing its Community Hospital and of the
hardships encountered in the past 10 years.

Minister Wong also took to the podium, to express his sentiments and extend well wishes for the 10-year-old hospital.

He said, “More than just purely medical and nursing care, the work of Ren Ci is inspiring and heartening for it is testimony to the
richness in care that the people sector can offer to those who need help in our society… There is much room for the people sector
to come forward to improve the well-being of Singaporeans who need help.”

The minister was soon on hand to present a host of awards to Ren Ci’s board/management committee members, staffs and volunteers.
The awards handed out include the 10 Years Long Service Award, 5 Years Long Service Award, Appreciation Award, Selfless
Contribution Award and Excellent Performance Award.

He also presented a token of appreciation to Soon Thian Keing Temple for their cheque donation of $50,000 to Ren Ci’s 10th
Anniversary celebrations; and a souvenir to thank Mr Kwek Leng Joo for organising the special auction, which was to form the
evening’s highlights. As a gesture of goodwill, Ven. Ming Yi then presented a token of gratitude to the minister for his kind gesture
and for gracing the event.

Soon after, staff members of the long service award recipients appeared on stage, cradling a large framed portrait, which they
offered to their Chairman/CEO. In it contained 8 pieces of cartoonist impressions of Ven. Ming Yi, with each drawing representing
the dear moments he had in Ren Ci over the years. This ‘surprise-gift’ was a tribute from all the staff and patients at Ren Ci to Ven.
Ming Yi, in recognition of his able leadership and his true friendship.

At 9.00pm, guests were invited to the preview of a heart-stirring video put together by Ren Ci. The video had offered a window into
Ren Ci’s decade of dedicated service to humanity; and sections of the audience were moved to tears as the images played on.

Cover Stories

Vegetarian Food Fiesta ’04 cum Health Fair
Ren Ci held a Vegetarian Food Fiesta and Health Fair

at Suntec City on 18th-20th June 2004. The GOH
presiding over this gastronomic event was Mr Chan

Soo Sen, Minister of State, Ministry of Education &
Ministry of Community Development and Sports. The
event raised $258,216.92 from over 40 participating
food stalls selling a rich variety of vegetarian delicacies.
The free admission Health Fair held at the Suntec City
Galleria Foyer was organised for those above 55 years
old and it attracted throngs of elderly folk who arrived

as early as 10am.

Health Screening at Toa Payoh
In conjunction with OTO Body Care, Ren Ci held
a free health screening cum health fair at the HDB
hub from 12th-5th July 2004. A crowd of elderly
heartlanders who turned up went home in high
spirits as they had benefited from the medical
counselling rendered by Ren Ci’s doctors, which
included eye-screenings, blood pressure and
glucose checks, and BMI readings.
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Ren Ci 10th Anniversary Open House cum Carnival
To mark its 10th Anniversary, Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre organised
an Open House cum Carnival on the 26th September 2004 at its premises
at Buangkok View. The milestone event was graced by guest of honour,
Associate Professor Ho Peng Kee, Senior Minster of State for Law and Home
Affairs.

Accompanied by the hospital’s Chairman/CEO Venerable Shi Ming Yi and
COO Dr Ong Seh Hong, the minister started the morning’s proceedings by
flagging-off a mini-walkathon which saw patients, staff, volunteers and
elderly folk, participate in a short-walkabout of the hospital’s perimeter.

The public was also treated to complimentary health and eye screenings,
Taiji demonstrations, goodie bags, on-stage entertainment, hospital ward
tours, and health talks. It was a busy day for staff and volunteers, who were
manning the games and food stalls and for their efforts, a total of $10,699.40
was raised.



Quick Bytes

After the video had ended, it was time for the 10-year-old
hospital to blow out the candles. Staff wheeled onto stage
a 15kg birthday cake with a rocket mounted atop. This ‘3-
D Rocket Cake’ symbolises staff and volunteers reaching
for the stars together and achieving even more in the years
to come.

The video screen then came to life again; this time projecting
video clips of people dedicating their birthday wishes and
greetings to Ren Ci. Moments later, the Guest-of-Honour,
along with the other ministers and dignitaries of the board
management committee, joined Ven. Ming Yi onstage for
a sing-a-long of the birthday song and a cake-cutting session.

A spectacular lineup of performances entertained the guests
before it was time for the much anticipated event: The
auction of seven photographic masterpieces. The audience
waited with bated breath as the auctioneers brought out
frame after frame of exceptionally fine photographs.

The auction was initiated by Mr. Kwek Leng Joo, Managing
Director of City Development Limited and President of
Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
with the support of three other renowned philanthropic
photographers; namely Hugo Aik, Niu Bendong and Wong
How Man.

Although the auction started out sluggishly, bidders soon
swung into action as Ven. Ming Yi single-handedly upped
the tempo when he took over the auction proceedings, much
to the delight of the audience and the hosts.

An exquisite photograph of an innocent little girl donated
by Mr Kwek entitled ‘Cutely Charm’ fetched $100,000 –
making it the highest bid of the night. The bidder, Mr Sam
Goi, Executive Chairman of Tee Yih Jia Manufacturing Pte
Ltd, also saw his bid matched dollar-for-dollar by Mr Kwek
and Mr Chua Thian Poh, Vice-President of the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce and Industry – raising a combined
total of $300,000 for ‘Cutely Charm’.

After the Guest-of-Honour took his leave to a standing
ovation, the night of celebrations carried on with the Foo
Hai Ch’an Monastery choir who sang in perfect harmony. It
was quickly followed by a strings ensemble by Edustrings
Quartet, who performed ‘A Little Night Music’ by Mozart

The finale saw the Ren Ci choir take to the stage and belting
out the Ren Ci Charity Show theme song, ‘Because There Is
Love’. As the voices rose to a crescendo, Mr Chan Soo Sen,
Minister of State for Education and Mr Heng Chee How,
Minister of State for Trade and Industry, along with many
prominent industry luminaries, all joined the choir onstage
for the chorus.

In an unexpected turn of events, the gala dinner which was
primarily organised to thank all of Ren Ci’s donors, patrons,
volunteers, staffs and patients, inadvertently evolved into
the biggest birthday present possible – the total sum of
donations raised from the auction came to $363,028.

And as the night drew to a close, one thing was certain. The
night had clearly belonged to Ren Ci and the 400-odd
patients under its care.

A Pleasant Pop By
Nancy Sit, who was recently in town to promote OTO Body
Care’s products as ambassador of the healthcare product
manufacturer, made an unexpected stopover at Ren
Ci(Hougang) on the morning of 19th September 2004.
Nancy spent her time chatting with our surprised patients,
many of whom were thrilled and gamely posed for photos
with the Hong Kong celebrity. OTO also donated $25,000
and over 25 sets of electro foot reflexology units to Ren
Ci in 2004 to aid patients in their rehabiliation.

Community Hospital Update
Following two unsuccessful attempts earlier, Ren Ci’s
Community Hospital project finally takes a big step forward,
after the Ministry of Health had formally agreed to our
proposal to construct a 277-bedded facility, next to Tan
Tock Seng Hospital.

Plans are underway to build the Community Hospital,
which comprises 120 community hospital beds and 150
replacement chronic sick hospital beds (replacement for
older beds at pavilion wards located on Jln Tan Tock Seng).
The hospital will also be equipped with 7 isolation beds
(4 community hospital beds and 3 for chronic sick hospital
beds) for infect ion control .  Watch this space.
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Triple Joy
It was triple the amount of joy at Foo Hai Ch’an Monastery
on 24th October 2004, as the founding body of Ren Ci
Hospital and Medicare Centre, celebrated its 70th
anniversary with the official opening of its main shrine
and the consecration of the Buddha statue. Presiding over
the day’s auspicious proceedings was guest of honour
President SR Nathan, and joining him in the symbolic
ribbon-cutting ceremony were political, business and
community leaders, and venerables from all over the world.

IPC news
The council on governance of Institutions of Public
Character (IPCs) recently proposed new checks and
measures that would provide better governance across
IPCs. As a member of the voluntary sector, Ren Ci
understands the need for greater accountability and
transparency, and fully endorses the recommendations
put forward by the council thus far. In a recent press
statement, the hospital shed light that it already practices
many of the recommendations: financial information is
easily accessible to the public via Ren Ci’s website and
audit checks are carried out regularly by the Ministry of
Health, CPF Board and ISO.
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Nancy Sit
mingling with
our patients

during the ward
tours.

Kids from Ren Ci’s affiliate centres
and Sun Ho entertained the night
away.



Crystalline Compassion
The Crystal Jade Group of restaurants seized upon the recent Mooncake Festival
to raise money for Ren Ci. Venerable Shi Ming Yi had a hand in this fund raising
effort as he rolled up his sleeves and demonstrated his mooncake-making skills
at the Crystal Jade Kitchen & Cakery outlet located at Parco Bugis Junction B1. His
first attempt as a mooncake chef drew large crowds and an even larger order of
mooncakes, during his performance on the 14th and 18th September 2004.

Mr Ip Yiu Tung, Chairman and Managing Director of Crystal Jade Group of
Restaurants, mooted the idea for the collaboration, which saw Crystal Jade raise
$28,888.88 for Ren Ci. Mr Tan Ban Cheong, Director of Crystal Jade, then presented
a cheque on behalf of the popular restaurant brand to Venerable Shi Ming Yi over
a vegetarian tim sum lunch on 1st November 2004.

My name is Ling and I have been volunteering at Ren Ci ever since I was 15. It all began with a two-week camp organized
by my school and we were supposed to reach out to people in the community that needed our help.

I was apprehensive and a little resentful at first. Here was my holiday and it was going to be taken up with a camp at a
hospital populated with geriatricians. But I decided to give it my best shot since I had to go anyway.

Five years have passed and there is nothing that can keep me from seeing all the ‘aunties’ and ‘uncles’ there who have
gradually become my extended family and today, I head the youth section of Twinklehearts. A youth group comprising
of students from different schools, Junior Colleges and Polytechnics, dedicated to organizing patient welfare programmes
like games and parties for all the nursing home patients at Ren Ci.

Ren Ci has become more well known over the years and that awareness also means more funds for the hospital and I am
glad to see the money being put to good use – better food, better surroundings, better social welfare programmes – its
all very heartening.

Although I feel the part I play in giving love and compassion to the patients is small, I realise just how meaningful it is
to bring a smile to them, and in turn, their joy makes me happy. I only wish my dialect skills were better so that I could
communicate better with them; and I’m still working on it everyday.

On behalf of all fellow volunteers at Ren Ci, I would like to thank all donors for your resolute support and generous
contributions over the years. All our efforts as volunteers would have come to nothing, had it not been for your act of
kindness.

For us, and our ‘aunties’ and ‘uncles’, you made the difference in our lives, by bringing new meaning to the word
COMPASSION.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

Chen Xiaoling, 20,
Student volunteer at Ren Ci for 5 years

If you have an interesting story with a compassionate theme, and you would
like to share it with our readers, send it in! We also answer all your queries
on our hospital’s services, or if you would like to seek personal advice from
Venerable Ming Yi, then send an email to renci@renci.org.sg or write in to:

The Editor, COLOUR
Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre
Blk 9, Level 1, 10 Buangkok View
Singapore 539747

Companions of COmpassion

D EAR Fr i en d s,

Letters to the Editor
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