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“I'll stand
there as long
as | can.”

Venerable Shi Ming Yi

Sparks of resilience and compassion

Ren Ci’s Charity Show 2005

A total of S$7.4 million was raised for the Ren Ci Charity
2005 on 9 January. Dubbed ‘The Charity Event of the Year’,
the show was televised live on Channel U from the University
Cultural Centre.

Graced by Guest of Honour Rear-Admiral (NS) Teo Chee

Hean, Minister for Defence, and various luminaries, it was
to be the first time local celebrities from ChU and Ch8 joined
forces to put on over three hours of show-stopping feats
for TV viewers.

They were also backed by a contingent of local and foreign

megastars including A-do, JJ Lin, S.H.E., Nancy Sit, Fish Leong
and Ritchie Ren, as well as TVB artistes Charmaine Sheh,

Tavia Yeung Yi, Raymond Lam, Kevin Cheng and Carlo Ng.

As with previous years, the loudest cheers were reserved
for Venerable Shi Ming Yi who was undeniably the crowd
puller of the evening as he stood in silent solitude atop the
five-storey metal structure for one hour, 45 minutes and 28
seconds. His stunt, which involved artistes Edmund Chen
and Darren Lim doing 2,000 push-ups, initiated the highest
number of donations with over 377,000 calls.

It was an all-star cast converging to do their part for Ren
Ci's 444 needy sick patients and for the victims of the Asian

Tsunamis. And as the waves of destruction ripple to a halt,
a comforting message resonates around our shores — that
compassion knows no boundaries.

In respect - Tsunami victims

Muscling in on hope

200 Performers

Thirty-five MediaCorp artistes worked so hard that festive
partying was the last thing on their mind as they prepared,
rehearsed and trained themselves before the show. Our
foreign artistes lent support and added lots of hype. The
opening number had 100 primary students presenting an
eclectic mix of body beats and tap dancing. Skipping Stunners
act involved another 20 students. What a cast!

600 Volunteers

Jacqueline Leo, 43, is a proud homemaker with a caring
heart. A mother of two teenage girls, Jacqueline single
handedly recruited 67 volunteers to help mend the hotlines
during the charity show. Elated to have received 100 over
calls pledging varying amounts from $30 to $5,000 that
evening, Jacqueline and her stable of enthusiastic volunteer
friends eagerly await Ren Ci Show 2006!

300 Staff Members

“The best part of being in the chaperon team is that we get

to see the stars up, close and personal. We have to think
on our feet and act really fast, but we were glad that
everything worked out well for the show,” Michelle Lew,
assistant director, nursing.

We would like to thank the performers, volunteers, staff and
1,400 seated viewers and one million TV viewers for their
ardent support and generous contributions. Make a date
with us on 8 January 2006 for more extraordinary acts of
compassion on the Ren Ci Charity Show.
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Tsunami Aid in Matara

Ren Ci's medical team and volunteers headed to Matara,
Sri Lanka on a medical relief mission on the 13 Jan 05. The
Ren Ci team distributed two tonnes of medical supplies

and equipment, stationery and sweets for the children at

camps housing 380,000 homeless.

In total, the Ren Ci team visited six camps for the displaced.
As the team progressed from camp to camp, the Sri Lankans
and their sense of dignity and grace even in the midst of
uncertainty and loss inspired team members to put more

vigour into the mission.
Brave brothers -
children at a camp for

Captured in photos here, the courage, dignity and the 800,000 displaced

determination of the Sri Lankan people to regain control
of their lives and move towards a better future is clearly N
reflected in their eyes and spirit.
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Dr Lee comforts

Back to school - goodies to inspire

The Ren Ci delegation and our new found furry friend

Vesak Day
Ren Ci wishes all our .123 B_urmese staff happ_iness and ggod May 22 2005 marks Vesak Day, which commemorates the
health as they usher in their new year or Thingyan Festival birth and enlightenment of Buddha and his entry into

which falls on 13 April 05. It is common to offer showers

of blessing by sprinkling water on relatives and friends, Nirvana. Ren Ci management and staff send warm Vesak

even strangers. Little wonder that the water festival is a Day greetings to our dear readers of Colour.
welcome relief in the hot April days!
Orientation Dates
/ If you are keen to volunteer and enrol for our volunteer
orientation, email us at feedback@renci.org.sg or call us
From left: our Burmese at 6315 3411
colleagues - U Kyaw '
Kyaw, staff nurse, Nu Nu
Khin, assistant nurse, Dr - H .
Tin Cho Htwe, medical The up _comlng_dates ’
officer, Aung Chi Ha, Mandarin Session
RieﬁghMégtﬁnggglttﬁnd Min 23 April 05 (Sat), from 2pm - 3.30pm
/ attgandant’cheegrfor the English Session
Thingyan Festival. 28 May 05 (Sat), from 2pm - 3.30pm




Quick Bytes

Bringing Colours to the Lives of
our Patients

( 1) 380 students, 20 paint
experts, 11 wards, 8 colours
and 6 bathrooms later, Ren Ci

transformed into a colourist's
dream on 15 March 2005.
Colours were carefully selected
from the range of Optimism,

project was made possible by

Y2space, in particular David

United World College of South

- - -~ East Asia.
A rosy beginning

Hospital & Medicare Centre at
Jalan Tan Tock Seng was

Revitalize and New Past - all
values Ren Ci inspires. This

Dulux ICI paint Singapore,

Tay, and the many hands of

7
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ICI, Y2space and UWC coming together for a more colourful Ren Ci

Staff Appreciation Lunch

As a token of appreciation, staff of Ren Ci were invited to

a mouth watering lunch buffet spread on the 28 Jan 05 at

Ren Ci Hospital, Buangkok View. As the date happened to
coincide with Venerable Shi Ming Yi's birthday, the staff
presented him with a cake and lego creation replicating

the demanding stunt he carried out atop a high crane

during the Ren Ci Charity Show 2005. The birthday
celebration was kept low key upon Venerable Shi Ming Yi's
request to respect and reflect upon the loss suffered by

the tsunami victims.
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Cutting the cake for the tower stunt
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Chairman and his birthday present
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Dr Maliki’s Visit to Ren Ci

Dr Maliki visited Ren Ci on 13 Jan 05 for an informal chat
on the holistic care Ren Ci provides for her patients and
how Ren Ci engages the family of the patient to remain part
of the patient's care. The visit hosted by Venerable Shi Ming
Yi, ended in a tour of the wards at Buangkok View. Patients
in the dinning room were making afternoon sandwiches and

were delighted to offer Dr Maliki a slice of their labour.
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Dr Maliki shares his culinary tips

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

-
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Volunteer appreciation night - sharing thoughts and ideas

Venerable Shi met volunteer leaders at the recent Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner to discuss how both hospital and its
friends can continue to work closely together and fostering
the friendship further in the coming years ahead.

The casual dinner held at Foo Hai Ch’an Monastery on 19
February 2005 was organised to commemorate the volunteer
community for their noble efforts and to thank them for
their unwavering support over the years.

Donation Drive at Fu Lu Shou

-

A big thank you to
Fordlane Art & Religious
Artifacts for involving Ren

Ci at its event Four-face
Buddha Worship on 6
March 05. Over a stretch
of about 11 hours,
volunteers and staff helped

devotees with refreshment
and information about Ren

Ci. In return, they
contributed generously
and our eight donation

boxes raked in $10,000,

all in a day’s work.

-

Compassion in action
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Friends of Ren Ci
Goh Joo Hin Pte Ltd

To celebrate the official launch of New Moon Bird’'s Nest

and New Moon Abalone for being the No. 1 Best Selling
Abalone in Singapore for six consecutive years, Goh Joo Hin
Pte Ltd (GJH) held a ‘Charity Catch’ event on 1 January 2005
at Tiong Bahru Plaza.

New Moon ambassadors, Fann Wong and Kym Ng were busy
grabbing as many New Moon labels as possible in a game
called “Twister”. They pulled out no stops as each label had
an assigned dollar value and the total dollar amount collected
from the labels would be donated to Ren Ci Hospital &
Medicare Centre (one of GJH’s adopted Charity organisations
for 2005).

The marketing and distribution company’s Chairman, Mr.
Goh Kai Kia, was on hand to present cheques for $20,000
towards Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre, and $30,000
towards the Tsunami relief efforts, which the hospital is
also helping to raise funds for. The hospital would like to
thank Goh Joo Hin for their altruism and to congratulate
them on their continued success.
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New Moon rises to the occasion

L_etters to the Editor

Dear Editor of Colour,

| am 50 plus years of age and a Chinese language teacher
in a primary school. | was really surprised and touched to
receive a copy of Colour. Its design, colour choice and copy
are very appealing to me. The stories also reflect Ren Ci as
a transparent organisation in managing its events and
programmes for a worthy cause. The close cooperation and
good efforts of its volunteers, staff and patients are an
epitome of Buddhist teachings and beliefs. | am truly
impressed!

| have only one comment for your consideration: please use
hei ti font type of characters on a yellow background so
that the legibility of the publication can be improved. Visually,

| believe it will be less strenuous for the elderly.

Thanks and with gratitude for Buddha's blessings.

reply
Dear Shu-hua,

We are very encouraged by your email and thank you for
your strong support.

Best wishes,
Shu-hua

We refer to your suggestion and are pleased to advise that
we will use hei ti font for issue two of Colour.
The background colour for the text will be changed to allow
easy reading. We may not use yellow as proposed since this
may restrict the design layout.

We appreciate it very much your suggestion and hope to
hear from you again.

Wishing you good health,
The Editor

DEAR Friends,

December 26, 2004, the deadly tsunami waves created
havoc and took the lives of hundreds of thousands in several
South Asian countries.

Singapore and its many charity organisations were quick to
respond to the cry for help. Venerable Shi Ming Yi, Chairman
of Renci, apportioned $500,000 from the donations raised
in the Ren Ci Charity Show 2005 to the tsunami medical
relief effort. He also led a 50-member delegation comprising
temple representatives, medical workers, Mediacorp artistes,
journalists, tv crew and volunteers to Sri Lanka.

The group took a late night flight on January 12 and arrived
in Sri Lanka at the wee hours of dawn. On the way to the
camp, we withessed scenes of complete dilapidation and
helplessness. Many homeless took temporary refuge at the
temples. Our Ren Ci delegation did not waste a minute and
immediately offered care to the needy. The medical team
rendered consultations, health screenings and wound
dressings. The volunteers and artistes brought cheer,
especially to the children, with sweets, writing pads and
pens, games and songs. A few locals who spoke some
English offered interpretation services, which made our jobs
a lot easier.

The three-day mission was brief. But the people of Matara
were appreciative of the care, concern and the helping hand
that we have extended during their moments of despair.

Sri Lanka has received sufficient medical supplies and
materials. However, the road to repairing and rebuilding
homes is tediously long. Hopefully along the way, it will be
blessed with lots of support, both in kind and in spirit.

Yours truly,
Ng Hock Chuan
Volunteer Leader

Ren Ci Mobile Clinic - Registrar Dr Pat Lee gears up for 80 patients a day

Hock Chuan (extreme right) helps with the tentage

If you have an interesting story with a compassionate theme,
and you would like to share it with our readers, send it in! We
also answer all your queries on our hospital’s services, or if
you would like to seek personal advice from Venerable Ming
Yi, then send an email to renci@renci.org.sg or write in to:

The Editor, COLOUR

Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre
Blk 9, Level 1, 10 Buangkok View
Singapore 539747






